
 



 

 

If you are seeking to be married at either of our two  

Historic Greenwich Catholic Churches, 

or if you live in Greenwich and need to arrange your 

Catholic marriage elsewhere (perhaps overseas)  

here is what you will need to know: 

 

 

 

1. One partner (preferably both) must be a baptised Roman (or Eastern Rite) Catholic. 

2. Neither partner should have been previously married. 

3. You are living and worshipping at either of our two churches or have some  

   genuine  connection with our parish life here in Greenwich. 

 

You will need to:  

Commence the paperwork allowing for  

a  Catholic Church Wedding.  

 All requests for wedding arrangements are dealt with 

NB: on Tuesday evening at ST JOSEPHS Church  

after the evening Mass at 7.00pm. 

103 Pelton Road, Greenwich SE10 9AN 

 

 

At least SIX monthsô notice is required in advance  

of the date of the proposed wedding. 

 

 

Once the paperwork has commenced and  

preliminary discussions are satisfactory, 

a date will be provisionally agreed. 

 Then you will be required to: 

 

 

1. Obtain a recent copy of your baptism certificate/s from the church where you 

were originally baptised.  

2. Obtain a licence for marriage from the appropriate local authority registry office. 

3. Complete a Diocesan Preparation course for Catholic Marriage and obtain the 

certificate for completing the course. 

 

Weddings normally take place on Saturdays. It is only possible to facilitate two 

weddings on the same day. A wedding on a weekday is normally quite acceptable. 

Sunday wedding arrangements are not available at either of our two churches. 



Those are the basic requirements but here is more detail: 

If you live in Greenwich but need to 

arrange your Catholic marriage 

elsewhere (including overseas). 

1. You will need to begin the 

paperwork with us by attending at St 

Josephôs on a Tuesday night after the 

7.00pm Mass. 

2. A £50 administration fee will be 

required to commence your paperwork. 

This fee contributes to the running costs 

of our parish office; photocopying, 

telephone, stationary and postage. 

3. If  the wedding is planned for 

overseas, or if either partner is not a UK 

citizen, a copy of your passport will be 

required in addition to the papers listed 

above. 

Subsequently and once all the papers are 

assembled, your marriage application is 

sent via the Southwark Archdiocesan 

Office, to the parish where your wedding 

is planned to take place (via the 

appropriate Diocesan Office at that place).  
 

If you are Catholic but your partner 

belongs to a different Christian Church 

and you would like to be married in 

his/her church 

You will require a Special Dispensation 

ñFrom Canonical Formò. This will enable 

your marriage to be properly recognised in 

conjunction with your Catholic Faith.  

If you are hoping to be married at  

Our Ladye Star of the Sea or  

St Josephôs Church in Greenwich 

please consider the following: 

 

1. A Catholic Marriage does not have 

to be a lavish and expensive event. A 

lovely Catholic marriage can be 

conducted with simple dignity and at 

little cost. What matters is that God will 

consecrate the vows that you make as a 

lifelong sacrament of love.  

Therein is the precious thing! 

2. You will need to start the paperwork 

as above. We will require a £50 

administration fee to commence the 

process contributing to the running costs 

of our parish office; photocopying, 

telephone, stationary and postage. 

 

What if one partner is not Catholic?  

 

A Catholic wedding is still perfectly 

acceptable. Both partners are equally 

honoured. The Catholic partner does well 

to celebrate this important event within the 

life of the church. If the non-Catholic 

partner is a Christian belonging to another 

church we celebrate that and would like to 

receive a copy of their Baptism certificate. 

For the non-Catholic we would also need 

evidence that they are ñFree to Marryò. 

This is usually in the form of a letter from 

parents stating that their son/daughter has 

never been married before. Perhaps the 

Non-Catholic Partner has no particular 

religious background. It may be that he or 

she is considering or may in the course of 

time consider becoming a Catholic. There 

is no pressure, but if it seems appropriate 



that thought should always be discussed 

with the priest. Perhaps one partner 

actually belongs to a completely different 

religion. That is more delicate and requires 

careful consideration and sensitive 

discussion with the priest. The Church is 

always anxious to uphold the wellbeing of 

all people, especially in marriage. In any 

of these cases a special dispensation is 

required beforehand. That is a simple 

matter but the intention is to ensure that 

any delicate issues that might affect the 

well-being of a marriage have been 

carefully considered. In all of these 

situations the Catholic partner is required 

to promise that s/he will endeavour to raise 

the children within the life of the church. 

Marriage is as much about family life as it 

is about a husband and wife. In seeking a 

catholic marriage both partners need to be 

clear about what they are requesting.  

 

 
 

Why do I need to obtain a recent copy  

of my Catholic Baptism Certificate?  

How can I do that? 

 

The Baptism register held at the church 

where you were first baptised will indicate 

not only that you are officially Catholic but 

also that you are also ñfree to marryò. 

(After your marriage has taken place, the 

church where you were married, contacts 

the church where you were baptised and an 

entry is made in that register). Catholic 

Churches are quite accustomed to having 

to search the registers. Most churches have 

their own websites or the contact details 

will be available on a Diocesan Website. 

You may like to send a small offering to 

that church in lieu of that assistance and to 

cover postage. 

 

Why do I need to get a Licence  

from a local registry office? 

Unlike the Church of England, the 

Catholic Church and its clergy in the UK 

do not have the same legal entitlement to 

publish ñBanns of Marriageò. The local 

authority licence needs to be issued from 

the registry office appropriate to where 

you live. It takes care of the legal aspect of 

the ceremony that is necessary to comply 

with civil law. You must contact your local 

registry office sometime during the year 

before your marriage is to take place. This 

applies to all couples seeking marriage in 

any RC church in the UK.  

 

Why do we need to attend a  

ñMarriage Preparation Courseò? 

What is involved? 

ñA wedding is just for one day,  

a marriage is for a lifetimeò.  

Your wedding will be conducted 

beautifully in any Catholic Church, it is the 

marriage with which we are most 

concerned here, not only for the well-being 

of each partner but for the well-being of 

your children. Definitions of marriage in 

the modern secular world are changing. 

Marriage itself, in the minds of many 

people is becoming something quite fluid. 

By contrast, a Catholic Marriage is 

something very specific:  

 

ñFor better for worse,  

for richer for poorer,  

in sickness and in health,  

till death us do partò 



 The meaning of Catholic Marriage will 

not change with the course of time or 

social trends; it is a sacrament, something 

sacred where Jesus Christ himself is acting 

to impart the power and quality of his 

everlasting life and love. ñJust as he loves 

his spouse the churchò Ephesians 5:25 

Couples need to be very clear about what 

they are requesting and think carefully 

beforehand about what they are actually 

committing themselves to.  Many of the 

issues briefly outlined here will be 

discussed as well as other aspects such as 

money, faithfulness, children, family life, 

patterns of work, and domestic stress. All 

this is shared in a creative environment 

with other young people seeking catholic 

marriages across the diocese. These 

discussions are conducted by recognised 

leaders with experience of the difficulties 

and complexities of married Catholic life 

within the modern world. Marriage 

Preparation days are organised at different 

places throughout the diocese.  

Without exception couples from many 

different backgrounds give 

good reports of 

how much they 

have valued 

 these events. 
 

 

What if one partner  

has been previously married? 

It is not normally possible to provide a 

second marriage for Catholic persons 

within the lifetime of an existing spouse, 

but only if a Catholic annulment of the 

previous marriage (not a divorce) has been 

granted. In some situations the 

circumstances may be investigated. If one 

partner has previously married outside of 

the Catholic faith it may also be possible to 

consider the situation but this cannot 

automatically be assumed.  

It is always worth speaking to the priest. 

How much does it cost to be married at  

Our Ladye Star of the Sea 
or St Josephôs? 

This is a matter for your conscience and 

according to your means. There is no set 

fee for a wedding in a Catholic Church. 

Having said that, the church survives on 

the generosity of the people who attend. At 

Our Ladye Star of the Sea it will be 

evident that a major appeal is necessary for 

restoration costs. Whatever you offer as a 

gift will go exclusively towards the repair 

and restoration of the Church. In these 

circumstances it is possible to ñGift Aidò 

your contribution which will considerably 

increase the value of your donation by a 

tax return to the church. Consider how 

much you will spend on your Photography, 

Cars, Reception, Honeymoon?  What 

proportion of that expense should 

appropriately be given towards the 

ceremony and use of the church? A good 

suggestion would be to set aside a dayôs 

wages for each partner, but if a guide 

figure is required £300 provides a modest 

benchmark.  

Nevertheless in situations of particular 

hardship always speak to the priest. 
 

Who provides music at the wedding? 

Petra Hajduchova is our appointed Church 

organist. She is a professional musician. 

Her fee for playing at a wedding is £100. 

In certain circumstances she may be able 

to provide other singers and musicians, 

these arrangements may be discussed with 

her. She plays regularly at the Star of the 

Sea at the 6.00pm Mass on Saturdays and 

is available at that time or by email:  

petra.hajduchova@hotmail.com  

(Petra plays at many different churches 

and is available for various events, she also 

teaches piano). If you prefer to make other 

arrangements for music this should be 

discussed closer to the time of the 

wedding. 

mailto:petra.hajduchova@hotmail.com


May I bring another Priest  

to conduct our wedding? 

If you have a family member or a long 

standing friend who is a Catholic Priest or 

Deacon he would be welcome in most 

situations to conduct your wedding. So 

long as he is a recognised with faculties to 

conduct marriage in the UK there should 

be no problem. We must ensure that the 

correct legal requirements are satisfied. 

Ministers of other mainstream Christian 

Churches are welcome to participate in the 

ceremony as appropriate. This would need 

discussion beforehand. 

Does a Wedding always take place  

within the Rite of the Mass? 

A Catholic marriage does not 

automatically happen within the setting of 

a Mass. Although the most important 

moments of our lives should be celebrated 

with the fullest rites of the Church there 

are situations when a simple wedding rite 

without the full liturgy of Mass may be 

preferable. This is a matter for discretion 

and should be decided by the couple 

themselves in conjunction with the advice 

of the priest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about flowers? 

Couples are free to make their own 

arrangements for flowers. The church will 

normally be open beforehand to allow 

deliveries but this should be verified 

appropriately at the time. We welcome 

flowers being left at the Church for the 

duration of the weekend for the pleasure of 

other church users.  

 

How many readings do we have,  

how do we prepare a service sheet, 

choose hymns etc? 

Your wedding in church is conducted 

according to the current rites and 

ceremonies of the Catholic Church in 

England. We must always take care to 

ensure the dignity and holiness of the 

moment together with gentle good humour 

appropriate for your family on the day. 

There are some very helpful Catholic 

Marriage websites now on line:  
 

www.marriagecare.org.uk  

This site is an excellent UK Roman 

Catholic marriage website. It provides 

thought provoking material such as you 

might share on the Marriage Preparation 

course. It is normal to have Two readings 

at a wedding. A Gospel reading, which is 

read by the priest, and another Bible 

reading from the Old or New Testament. 

There is usually also a Psalm or a hymn in 

place of the Psalm. Sometimes couples ask 

to have some other meaningful reading or 

songs. These are ideal  during the signing 

of the registers. It is also good to have 

members of your family and friends to 

share with the readings and prayers. 

http://catholicweddinghelp.com  
This (American based) Catholic site is 

very useful and supplies an excellent 

selection of Scripture readings as well as 

much other useful information to help you 

put your service together. We can email 

you a basic text for the rite of Catholic 

http://www.marriagecare.org.uk/
http://catholicweddinghelp.com/


Marriage as used in the UK with a typical 

framework to create a service sheet 

appropriate for each couple at The Star of 

the Sea or St Josephôs with or without the 

rite of Mass. Once you have verified 

arrangements with the priest, you can 

process this appropriately to suit the 

choices for your own wedding and pass on 

to printers or create your own service 

sheets. 

 

Rehearsal 
Sometime in the week or so before your 

wedding you will be invited to spend some 

time to think about the ceremony in the 

church with the priest. This is not a formal 

ñdress rehearsalò it is simply a quiet time 

to give you confidence for your ceremony 

and to reassure you of any anxieties that 

may trouble you. It really only needs the 

two partners, but if others want to come 

they are welcome at a time mutually 

agreed with the priest. 

 

 

Parking 

There is limited car parking available on 

the front forecourt of the church. We 

endeavour to keep this clear at the time of 

weddings allowing a good space for the 

arrival of your guests, especially if you 

may have disabled or elderly guests who 

need consideration. .Adjacent parking is 

available on meters down the hill or in the 

Greenwich Public Car Park. Sometimes 

free parking is available further up Crooms 

Hill. We regret that cars cannot be left on 

the forecourt for extended periods after the 

wedding especially on Saturdays because 

we also keep it for Church users who will 

attend the 6.00pm Mass on Saturday 

evening and Sunday mornings. 
 

Heating 

If your wedding is taking place during the 

winter months from October to April we 

would request a heating fee of £40 to run 

the heating sufficiently both before and 

after the wedding. 
 

Toilet 

Toilets are available at OLSS & St Josephs 

but there are no substantial facilities for 

refreshments before or after ceremonies. 

Regrettably we have no hall available for 

Hire 
 

Back to the Future:  

We hope that, if you remain nearby, you 

will want to continue as part of the 

community that forms our two churches. 

Here you will find many other couples 

who have also married recently in 

Greenwich and elsewhere who are 

bringing new life and friendships and 

renewing the life of our congregations. 

 

So when you leave through the doors of 

the church as husband and wife make sure 

that you also come back again soon after 

 é and perhaps in the course of time  

with your children too! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe day thou Gaveôstò 

Picture by Lisa Jo Robinson  

 lisa@lisajo.co.uk 
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